Kwantlen University College
Architectural/ Industrial Drafting with CAD
Newton Campus

Understanding how to setup a drawing, and all the steps required, is a goal of the early part of
this course. However you soon realize there must be a better way. In our case there is!

We have set up a collection of often-used symbols, layers and settings that form a part of our
Lab or Office Standards. To access them we add in a "custom" menu to the standard AutoCAD

menu system.

My Network Places > Hobbes > Lab > Student > Office contains all of the Office Standards

Setting up Office Standards menu

files: drawings, plot styles, utilities and menus.

You will need to copy the special menu file to your folder on your computer and then add it to
your AutoCAD profile. Follow these steps to access our office standards.

Step 1

COPY the menu file.

Using Windows Explorer, find the file OFF_STD.MNU in the Office folder on the server

(Hobbes).

Use any of the "copy & paste” techniques to copy this single file to your folder on P: Drive
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Step 2

Add the OFFICE folder to the AutoCAD search path.

Start AutoCAD using your desktop icon. This ensures you will be changing your profile in
AutoCAD.

Access the OPTIONSs dialog box (TOOLS + OPTIONS) and switch to the FILES tab.

. Dptions [2]
Current profile: Alan Current drawing: Drawingl.dwg
Display | Open and Save | Plotting | System | User Preferences | Drafting | Selection | Profiles |

Search pathz, file names, and file locations:
H % Support File Search Path = Browse.
[+ % ‘wiarking Support File Search Path
H % Drevice Diiver File Search Path Gd
H Project Files Search Path e
H ﬁ Menu, Help, and Miscellaneous File Names —
-0 Test Editor, Dictionary, and Fort File Names IavellE
[+ ﬁ Prirt File, Spooler, and Prolog Section Mames

Hove Do

-] Printer Support File Path
[ 8 Search Path for Object R Applications o
[+ E Automatic Save File Location
[+ E [rata Sources Location
[+ E Ciawing Template File Location
[+ E Log File Location T
[+ E Temporary Drawing File Location
- Temporary Estemal Reference File Location LI

Specify the falders in which AutaCAD should laak for test fants, menus, plug-ing, drawings to

insert, inetypes, and hatch pattems that are not in the current folder.

0K I Cancel I Lpply I Help I

Expand the Support files search path. You should see the standard list of folders that are
searched, in order, for any files AutoCAD needs.

4 Dptions HE
Curent profile: Alan Cunent diawing, Diawingl.dwg

Fies | Display | Open and Save | Plotting | Sustem | User Preferences | Draftina | Selestion | Profies |

Browse...

Agdd...

Search paths, file names, and file locations:

|»

= C:\Pragram Files\ACAD2000%uppart
= C\Program Files\ACAD20004onts

= C:\Progiam Files\ACAD2000%help FEmtyE

= C:\Program Files'CAD2000AE kpress

I working Suppart File Search Path vz I

I Device Driver File Search Path T
Project Files Search Path g
] Menu, Help, and Miscellansous Fils Names Set Curent

] Test Editor, Dictionary. and Font File Names
[0} Pint Fle, Spocler. and Prolog Section Names
I} Prirter Suppart File Patih

I Search Path for ObjectARx Applications

) Automatic Save File Location

-, Data Sourees Location Bl

S pecify the folders in which AuteCAD should ok for text fonls, menus, plugins, drawings o
inset, inetypss, and hatch pattems that are not in the current folder,

0K | Cancel Apply Help

Click the ADD button to create another entry in this list.
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L Options HE
Cunent profile: Alan Current drawing: Drawingl.dwg

Files |Display| Open and Savel P\ﬂttingl Systeml User F’leferancesl Dlaftingl Se\ectiﬂnl Prnfilasl

Search paths, fille names, and file locations:

= % Support File Search Path = Biowse.

oy C:A\Program Files\ACAD20004support
- = C:'Progiam FilestACAD2000N onts i
=g CAProgram Files\ACAD 20008help Bemove
e C:4Program FilesWACAD2000MNE kpress —
_' D Moz lp
- % “Working Support File Search Path ETT
H % Device Driver File Search Path
3} Project Files Search Path SebEurent
[H- E tenu, Help, and Mizcellaneous File Mames —
[+ E Test Editor, Dictionary, and Font File Mames
[H- a Frint File, Spoaler, and Prolog Section Mames
[H- a Printer Support File Path
- % Search Path for Object&FR: Applications
- [ Automatic Save File Location Jid|

Specify the tolders in which AutaCAD should look for text fonts, menus, plug-ng, drawings to
insert, inetypes. and hatch patterns that are not in the current folder

Ok I Cancel Apply Help

Use the browse button to verify the actual path to Office on Hobbes

My Network Places > Entire Network>Microsoft Windows
Network>Drafting>Hobbes>Lab>Student>Office

This will be added to your profile's settings when you press OK to exit this dialog box.
AutoCAD needs this additional link to find the blocks and slides to display in the new menu.
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Step 3
Add the OFF STD menu to AutoCAD.
¢ Inset Format | Tools Draw  Dimension  Modify W
You need to add the menu instructions to the o @& % Z_ﬂi‘t‘gelect
AutoCAD window using the MENULOAD command. SEm0 | Display Drder 5
This can also be found in the TOOLS pulldown menu, == Inqi ’
the "Custom Menu..." item. Properties Chil+1
AutoCAD DesignCenter  Chrl+2
. . . . . . db Chil+6
This will bring up the Menu Customization dialog et !
box. Here you need to find the correct menu; load e
it and then add the pulldown to the AutoCAD Macro v
pulldown menu set at the top of the window. AutoLISF g
Display Image 3
Named LICS...
Lock i [ (€1 = & @ e -l leal e Orthographic UCS »
g 3com gArchive J Comngrr MD!E! LCS
ji[c)riab:tc?.s j::todesk Manuals j dcgvl:ﬁ:lz.aD( NE—'ﬂ ucs 4
|1 Adobeapp 1 Beyond.com [ ]Eapci
4 Cdr J FrontPag Wi;al’ds [ 3
L1 Cgdocs L] Graphicts [Dirafting Settings. ..
[ B Tablst ’
Fiename:  [acad.mnc Open | Customize Menus...
Files of bype: IMenuFiIes[“.mnc;‘.mns] j Cancel Optiops...

Locate FindFile...

™ Replace Al Load
FEile Mame:
Browse..

|

Find the correct menu.
Use the BROWSE button (near the bottom of the box) to locate the folder, and the file.
You have a standard Select File dialog box.

Locate your personal folder on P: Drive, then change the "Files of Type" to the "Menu
template [*.MNU]" description. You should be able to see the OFF_STD.MNU file in the
file list window. Select and then click OPEN to locate the file.

Look jrv [ Aars =l = a6 5
File narne: Iacad mne DOpen I
Files of type: IManu Files [* mne:* mns] j Cancel |

Menu Tempiate [=mnul | EindFis
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At this step, you return to the Menu Customization dialog box, and the LOAD button will

be available for use.

Load the file, using the LOAD button. This will bring up a warning box that you are about
to throw away any un-saved customization.  pwmem

Press YES to continue to load the new

menu. (See notes at the end about when

NOT to continue.) This step will compile the
menu template (the OFF_STD.mnu file) into ves |[
the other files: OFF_STD.mnc (the compiled

redefines the menu source file (MMNS file), which results in the

@ Loading of & template menu file [MMU file] overwrites and
logz of any toolbar customization changes that have been made.

Continue loading MR file?

menu), OFF_STD.MNR (the menu resource file) and OFF_STD.MNS (the source file) in

your folder.

Lof Menu Customization

Menu Groups | Menu Bar I

Menu Groups:

|AEAD Unload

™ Replace Al Load
File: Mame:
CAALAMANOFF_STD. mnu Browse... |
|

L« Menu Customization

Menu Groups  Menu Bar |

fenu Gruup

TETE————— ~ |

Menus: Menu Bar:

Inzert >3 | =
<< Hemove .
Dimenzion
tadify
“windov
<< Flamove All Help

|
|

These steps will make the new menu
available, but will not let you use them yet.
You need to also add the new menu items to
the display window.

Switch to the Menu Bar tab and select the
KUC menu group. The list on the left shows
available pull down menus. The list on the right
shows the displayed pull down menus at the
top of the AutoCAD window.
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Select the HELP item on the right list. The
new menus (from the left list) will be placed

in front of the selected item.

Menu Groups  Menu Bar |

tenu Grnup
TSTrE—— -

Menus: Menu Bar:

Inzert > |
<< Hemove
€< HemoveAII
Click insert>> to copy the selected item from

EIR I the left to the right list.

Dimengion  Modify  “Window OFfFf Std Help

4 1he new pulldown menu should be added to
the menu list at the top of the window.

Click CLOSE and you are done.
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Step 4
Test the menu.
The OFF STD menu has a few entries. Click on OFF

- ] STD in the menu list to activate the pull down.

Modify  window | Off 5td  Help
% | — - Arch Sorb

3”7 Std Symb

|nzert Lavers  »

'3

Select Arch Symbols to bring up the symbols menu.

Fipe *

You should see this menu displayed.

Srd Architectural Spmbols [%] |f yOU get the
small pictures of each symbol, it |sr X o I AR works!
If you get blank squares in place = of the pictures,
you most likely skipped step 2, A0 CJia I or you are not
logged on to the network. The ey lack of pictures
indicates AutoCAD can not Ny I EE access drive
Z:. If you can not repair this o yourself,
contact the instructor. reet L] Hg8 J|___|I¢

v © |
Ezvon| iz | ] |

Notes

You can have many different collections of menus loaded ant any one time.

You can also customize the toolbars on-screen using other built-in tools in AutoCAD.

If you have created custom toolbars, on screen, and then with to load in other pull-down
menus you run the risk of loosing the customized toolbars. All the information AutoCAD
needs for these different parts of the menu system are contained in the *.mnu, *.mns,
*.mnc and *.mnr files. The warning message that you might throw away customized
menus is a real warning that the on screen changes made reside in the local *.mns and
*.mnc files and are not changed in the *.mnu file. Loading a new *.mnu will overwrite
the *.mnc and *.mns files.

If you have created custom toolbars you need to use CUT & Paste techniques to record
the new item in you copy of the *.mnu file. Failing to do so will permanently remove the
toolbar information.
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