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Setting up Office Standards Plot Styles

AutoCAD provides a method to control the appearance of lines when plotting,
regardless of the output device capabilities. The method uses saved Plot Styles to
control the lines based upon one of two possibilities:

The colour (on-screen) (Colour Based Tables (CTB) )

A selected name (Named Plot Styles (STB) )

Our office uses the STB (Colour Based tables) to control the output. Using the CSA
and ISO guidelines for line weights and appearance, we have chosen 3 sets of line
weights based on the size of the final plot sheet. These settings work for both Imperial
and Metric settings.

To use these standards, you need to add the files to the known places that AutoCAD
looks for support files. Unlike the other files used for our Office standards, such as
blocks and tile blocks, we need to provide a link within the Plot Style folder.

For use at home, you can copy the three files into your own Plot Style folder.
In the labs, please follow the following steps on each computer you use.
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Set up link to the Office Standard Plot Styles

1. Find the folder where your plot styles reside.
AutoCAD stores your support files/ folders under your windows login folder tree in the
Application Data folder.
Using Windows Explorer, start at the root of the C: drive.
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Double-Click all the way to your login.
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On the next level, you should see all the folders for your login:
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IF you do not see the “hidden” folders, please see the troubleshooting section at the end

of this chapter.

Double-click the Application Data folder and continue down the tree to the "enu” folder:
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& C:\Documents and Settings\john\Application DatalAutodesk
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This folder has many of the support files that you can change, modify or add customized
files.
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2. Add a (Microsoft windows) shortcut to point to the CADD lab network share
containing the plot styles.

We need to add the shortcut in the Plot Styles folder.

& C:\Documents and Settings\john\Application DatalAutodeskMiutoCAD 2007AR17.0%enulPlot Styles
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AutoCAD Color-dependent Plo. ..

. SKB SKB
i My Computer
&3 My Nebwork Places monochrome.cth monochrome.sth
AutoCAD Color-dependent Flo. . AutoCAD Plot Style Table File
SKE LKE
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In a background area, right-click and pick New- Shocut:
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Creates a new, empty shorteut.
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This will bring up the wizard to allow you to select the destination of the link:

Create Shoricut rg‘

This wizard helps you o create sharkeuts bo local o -
network programs, files, Folders, computers, or Internet
addresses,

Type the lacation of the ikem:

H H Browse. .. ]

Click Mexk to continue,

M Browse For Folder

Select the target of the shartcut below:

@ ¥ cad-2112
B erud
L Admin
& L Deploy
[ L Drafting
B & Instructors
14
B 2 ards
L Students %

B M ract

£ | %

=

MakeewFolder | [ ok ][ cancel |

—
P T Temrraarinm TR £Ph

§ Browse For Folder

Select the target of the shortcut below:

B ¥ Cad543 ~
B cadzi1z
=] j eculd T
® & Admin
L Deploy
B L Drafting
# & Instructors

@ L Lab
= i Office Standards
ER=]r|
Office stahard - A.cth
g S _’
Make: Mew Folder ] I oK I [ Cancel
T T

Create Shortcut E‘

This wizard helps vou to create shorkouts to local or
network programs, files, Folders, computers, or Internet
addresses.

Type the lacation of the item

Click Mext ta continue.
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Select a Title for the Program fg\

Type @ name for this sharteut: !

I |

Click Finish to create the shorteut,

< Back ” Finish I[ Cancel

Select a Title for the Program E‘

Type a name For this shorteut:

Click Finish to create the shortout,

< Back ” Finish I[ Cancel

Click on “Finish” to complete the shortcut.
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SKE

Add-A-Plat Style Table \Wizard
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SKE
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AutoCAD Color-dependent Plo...
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AukaCAD Flot Style Table Fils
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AutoCAD Plot Style Table File
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DWF Virtual Pens.cth
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AutoCAD Plot Style Table File
1KB
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Test the settings
3. Check in AutoCAD that you can use the plot styles.

In AutoCAD, switch to a layout tab, and right-click on the tab.

|
j |
i |
|
New layout
From kemplate, .
Delete
Rename

Mave or Copy...
Select All Layouts

! Acthiate Model Tab
Page Setup Marager. .. [
X I

Hide Layout and Model tab:
141> | #]\Hodel} La, iide Layout and Model tabs

In the Plot Dialog box, you will see the basic setup information, and the “more options”.

EH piot - Layout1 E]El -

i) Leamn about Plattin

Page setup

Hame: | <ttonex ~

Printer/plotter

N @5 D\WFE eFlot pc3 -

Plotter: D6 ePlat - DWF ePlot - by Autodesk

where:  Fle r7 see AL

/ e
Description: Fy
o

Paper size Number of copies

Plot area Plot scale

wihat to piot:

fLavot bt Scaler [1:1 v]

Plat offset (origin sat to printable arsa) 1 inches v |=

w |0.000000 | inch i -—

¥ :n.nnnnnn inch [ 5cale lineweights
[ Preview... | [ Appytolavout [ ok |[ cancel |[ Hel ]@

T . . .
[ e ) jndicator at the bottom right:

The expanded view contains the Plot styles selection.
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[~

&

@ Plot - Layout1

i) Learn about Plottin

Page setup Plat style kable (pen assignments)

Name: | <tione> DT | one v%‘b

Printerjplotter Shaded viewport options

Name:  |@@DWFE ePlotpc3 | [ Propertes.. |
Plotter: D4F6 ePlok - DWF ePlat - by Autodesk Quality [normal v]
UL |
k—3s.0"— —
Where: File 5% J" |
7 % [ |
Description: ;
o //ﬁ 2 Plat options
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Paper size Mumber of copies il s
] v
| ARCH full bleed O (36,00 x 24.00 Inches) ~| | | [Blek i ploce ke
[#]Plat paperspace last.
Flot area Flot scale [[IHide paperspace objects
Wrhat to pot: [IPlot stamp on

Layout v I |
vout G| Seales [ 111 v [Jsave changes ta layout

Plot affset (origin set to printable area) [1 V|-
o | 0.000000 | inch [1 it g
] @ Landscape

v ‘0.000000 | nch [ 5cale newsights s

[ Apply to Layout ] [ ok ] [ Cancel ] [ Help ] @

Drawing orientation

Pick on the combo list box (upper right) to check the available list of Plot Styles. If the
list contains the 3 Office Standard A/B/C files, the setup is working.

i Learn about Plotting
Flok styls table (pen assignments)

(ffice Standard - D.cth v [ /5

Hone ~

Shacad.cth i

DWF virtual Pens.cth

Fill Patterns.ctb

Grayscale.ctb |

imonochrome, ckb F—

(Office Standard - A.cth |
0ffice Standard - B.cth

i ard - D.ctb

e L

—

Screening 25% cth
Sersening S0%cth

Screening 75%.cth

xObsolste - R2k-off-std-122 «

[[Hide paperspace ohjects

[ P TR
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Troubleshooting

If you do not see the hidden folders in your login folder:

& C:\Documents and Settings\john ‘Z”Elgl
Fie Edt ‘View Favortes Tools Help >

Qesk - () P Oseach [ Foees [T

Address |23 C1\Documents and Settingsliohn 4 | oo

File and Folder Tasks 2 /l Besiian * i
1

£ Miake a niew filder

&3 Publish this Folder b the = o=
Web /l My Documents /’ Stark Menu
27 Shars this Folder L L

Other Places [%

[ Decuments and Settings
(£} My Dacuments

g My Computer

&3 py Network Places

Details
john
File Folder

Date Modified: Friday,
September 21, 2007, 2:59 P

4 ohijects (plus 9 hidden) 4 My Computer

You need to change the settings for the folder. Click on Tools — Folder Options:

& C:\Documents and Settings\john

File Edit ‘View Favorites SEESS Help
pe Map Network Drive. .
e Back = [ % 2 Discannect Metwark Drive, .,
= Synchraonize. ..
Address |23 C:\Documents and & —

File and Folder Tasks

You need to change the VIEW settings, on the VIEW tab:

Folder Options ‘E‘ @

General | View, | File Types | Offine Files

Tasks

% (% Show common tasks in folders
( Use Windows classic folders

Erowse folders
== (5 Open each folder in the same window

| E=2] B P A W R Nt

2007 Oct. 10



Drafting / CADD Technologies
Setting up Office Standards menu

In the Advanced settings area, change the settings to see the hidden folders. This is
also a good time to turn off the hide extensions of known applications as well.

Pick OK, and return to the login folder:
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